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VISION

The Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre is dedicated to creating a more caring and 

just society in which human rights and diversity are respected and valued

 

MISSION

The Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre

•  serves as a memorial to the six million Jews who were killed in the Holocaust 

 and all victims of nazi Germany

•  raises awareness of genocide with a particular focus on the genocide against 

 the Tutsis in rwanda

•  Teaches about the consequences of prejudice, racism, antisemitism, xenophobia 

 and homophobia, and the dangers of indifference, apathy and silence
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FOREWORD 

Richard Freedman (Director)

iT is wiTH a sense of pride and even awe that I write 
the foreword to this publication marking the 20 th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre. 
From Myra Osrin’s courageous and visionary decision to establish 
the first Holocaust centre on the African continent has emerged an 
enterprise that has earned national and international recognition.

There can be no doubt that the Holocaust Centre has fulfilled its 
aim of becoming a place of learning and of memory. This applies 
not only to the community and those who visit the Centre, but also 
to the thousands of school children and diverse adult groups who 
participate in its educational programme pioneered by Marlene Silbert.

With the establishment of the SA Holocaust & Genocide Foundation  
in 2007, an umbrella body was created for two other Holocaust 
centres in Johannesburg and Durban. This has ensured a coordinated 
approach across the country to Holocaust and genocide education,  
now a compulsory unit in the national high school curriculum.  
The permanent exhibition has been internationally acclaimed and  
is a powerful teaching tool.

The founding trustees and original design team can also look at the 
Centre’s achievements with well-deserved pride. Over the twenty 
years of its existence, the Centre has provided an incredibly full 
programme of public events that has included the understanding 

of genocide beyond the Holocaust: hence the adoption of the 
revised name of the Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre.

The success of the Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre can  
be attributed to a number of factors among which is the key role  
played by the Holocaust survivors in Cape Town. We are grateful  
that some of them have been spared to celebrate this milestone 
occasion with us.

The role played by the Centre’s Board and volunteers has also 
been crucial to the Centre’s achievements and success. However, 
without a doubt, none of the accomplishments of the past 
twenty years would have been possible without the generous and 
ongoing support of our benefactors. Their unfailing faith in 
our vision and mission has been a source of inspiration to our 
committed and dedicated staff and all who have worked so hard 
over the years to ensure the extraordinary success of the Centre.

I am extremely grateful for the privilege of being associated with the 
CTHGC over the last 14 years. It has been my pleasure to work with 
Heather Blumenthal my successor, since the beginning of the year:   
I take this opportunity of wishing her and the Centre every success 
in the future. 
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Patrons: Professor Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein, Justice Richard J Goldstone, 
Professor Jonathan Jansen, The Most Revd Desmond M Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus, Dr Stephen D. Smith (USA)

Board of Trustees: Gerald Diamond (Chairman), Natalie Barnett, Bev Cohen, Ann Harris, Ernest Kajabo, Philip 
Krawitz, Professor Tim Murithi, Myra Osrin, Professor Milton Shain

Founding Director Myra Osrin (far right) and (left) the late Mervyn Smith and David Susman, both distinguished 
Chairmen of the Board of the CTHGC, together with Ann Susman and Richard Freedman
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WHAT DOeS One SAy about one’s 
“parents”? From the moment we 
approached Myra and Richard with 
regard to establishing a Holocaust 
Centre in Durban, they were supportive, 
encouraging and so much more! The Cape 
Town Holocaust & Genocide Centre 
blazed a trail in establishing Holocaust 
education in South Africa, sharing their 
experience and expertise with us so 
generously. Our close collaboration from 
“parenthood” to what feels like “siblings” 
is due to the leadership of their director, 
Richard Freedman, and Trustees. 

We wish you a hearty mazeltov on this 
wonderful milestone achievement.
 

iT is wiTH GreaT admiraTion 

that we share in the 20 th anniversary of 
the Cape Town Holocaust & Genocide 
Centre. My congratulations to all who 
have been involved over the years and 
who continue to inspire our work: in 
particular, the vision, wisdom and drive 
of Myra Osrin who founded the Centre 
that has now paved the way for Holocaust 
and genocide work across South Africa and 
the continent. Richard Freedman and the 
many dedicated trustees, survivors, staff 
and volunteers, have shaped and developed 
the seminal work of the Centre.

Mazeltov on all you have achieved and 
will continue to do so in the future.

iT Takes CouraGe to face the past, 
insight to illuminate the path ahead. 
It took courage to tell the story of the 
Holocaust at a time of transition in 
South Africa. In so doing, it provided 
a shared understanding of the past that 
leads to shared values for the future. 

For twenty years, the Cape Town 
Holocaust & Genocide Centre has shone 
a light on the dark recesses of humanity, 
widening the community of those who 
understand that their voice matters. 

It has been an honour to share the 
journey with the remarkable team that 
has made this possible.

Tali Nates, Director 
Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre

Dr Stephen Smith (OBE), 
Shoah Foundation USC Executive Director

Mary Kluk, Director 
Durban Holocaust & Genocide Centre
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Survivors Violette, Lucia, Leon, Bella and Mathilde, April 1985

AlTHouGH CommemoraTion of the Holocaust 

had been actively promoted by Cape Town’s Jewish 

community for many years, an exhibition to mark the 

40

th 

anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camps 

was the first time an attempt was made to address a wider 

audience through  a public event.

organised by myra osrin and Yvonne Verblun, an exhibition 

was mounted at the south african Cultural History 

museum in april 1985. it was centred around the stories 

of ten survivors of concentration camps liberated by the 

allies in 1945 who had subsequently made Cape Town their 

home. as this was the first time these survivors had spoken 

publicly about their experiences, they chose to identify 

themselves by  only their first names to avoid attention. The 

exhibition generated much interest and was accompanied  

by lectures and workshops.

EARLY BEGINNINGS

The following year saw the formation of the Holocaust 

memorial Council under the chairmanship of Ben-

Zion surdut. This accelerated commemorative as well 

as educational projects for both the Jewish and general 

community. Temporary exhibitions and public lectures 

marked the anniversaries of significant historical events 

such as Kristallnacht and the warsaw Ghetto uprising, as 

well as the arrival of the Stuttgart, the ship that brought 

refugees from nazi Germany to Cape Town.
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a significant exhibition entitled The Courage to Remember was 

purchased from the simon wiesenthal Centre in los angeles. 

forty large coloured posters were mounted and schools were 

invited to visit the exhibition. special programmes were devised 

to enrich student and teacher understanding by providing 

additional background knowledge and historical context

in 1995, the Holocaust memorial Council, with She’erith 
Hapletah (The Cape Town association of survivors), 

published a volume of personal accounts of forty-eight 

survivors and refugees from nazi Germany who had 

settled in Cape Town after the war. published on the 50

th

 

anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camps 

at the end of world war 2, In Sacred Memory, compiled 

by Gwynne robins, is a publication of considerable 

historical importance. it recalls for future generations 

moving personal accounts of the sufferings of members  

of the community who came from all corners of europe.

reliving their experiences – often for the first time – was 

extremely traumatic for the forty-eight survivors; but, in 

this book, they have left an invaluable and unique record. 
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O n THe eVe of south africa’s first democratic 

elections in 1994, the anne frank Centre 

of amsterdam lifted its boycott of apartheid 

south africa and sent its travelling exhibition, Anne 
Frank in the World, to south africa. The exhibition, 

coordinated by myra osrin, toured eight major cities 

over a period of eighteen months and was seen by 

thousands of south africans. it was accompanied 

by an ancillary exhibition devised by the mayibuye 

Centre of the university of the western Cape entitled 

Apartheid and Resistance that provided a ‘link’ to 

south africa’s own history of racial discrimination.

The stated aim of the travelling exhibition to promote 

tolerance and understanding was accompanied by a series 

of lectures and a number of films focusing on the legacy 

of anne frank, the Holocaust and human rights issues. 

an accompanying education programme for schools was  

a vital aspect of the project. Thousands of schoolchildren, 

together with their teachers, participated in a carefully 

structured education programme. The interest generated 

among teachers and the impact on participating schools 

was seen as indicative of the role that Holocaust education 

could play in south africa in addressing prejudice that still 

existed within south african society.

‘Anne Frank in the World’ 
exhibition

President Nelson Mandela at the opening of Anne Frank in the World, Museum 
Afrika, Johannesburg, 1994

If Anne Frank, whose writing talent has brought 

us together tonight, had survived, she would 

have been a young lady of sixty-five. 

By honouring her memory as we do today,  

we are saying, with one voice, ‘Never again’. 

President Nelson Mandela

“

 ”

“
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The profound impact of the exhibition seemed to open 

up a new forum for discussions around racism. it was the 

first time that ordinary south africans were exposed to the 

concept that racism is not a black/white issue alone, but is 

rooted in prejudices experienced across the globe.

  

You have no idea how important this 

experience has been for the self-esteem of 

my students. You see this is the first time that 

my students have understood that a person 

can be discriminated against even if he does 

not have a black skin.

myra osrin was overwhelmed both by the interest in the 

Holocaust and by the general ignorance that appeared to 

surround the subject. a remark made to her by a teacher 

visiting the exhibition resonated deeply.

“

 ”
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M Yra osrin recognised that the Holocaust 

and the issues it raised could serve as a teaching 

tool for a culture of tolerance in the new south 

africa. apart from its educational function, a Holocaust 

centre would also serve as a place of commemoration and 

remembrance of the murder of 6 million Jews and other 

victims of nazi Germany.

alerted to the existence of a commemorative and edu-

cational centre in england, myra visited the recently 

opened Beth shalom Holocaust memorial Centre in 1996 

and met its founder, stephen smith and his remarkable 

mother, marina.  it was a decisive encounter which proved 

that such a complex subject as the Holocaust could in fact 

be presented in a compact space without a huge budget 

and without diluting its message.

with stephen’s encouraging offer to provide whatever 

assistance was needed, myra assembled a team of architects, 

designers, researchers, text writers and various special 

consultants who would spend the following two years 

planning and developing the project. The team met at 

least four times a week and was joined by stephen smith 

whenever he was able to visit south africa.

A VISION TAKES SHAPE

Myra Osrin with Marina Smith and (right) Stephen Smith at Beth Shalom, 1996

The original plan was to model the exhibition on Beth 

shalom, but the decision was taken instead to rather 

tailor the material to a south african audience. Thus, 

the prologue and introductory displays were designed  

to reflect south africa’s legacy of racial theory with 

particular reference to the apartheid experience.

Myra Osrin with Linda Bester and Jon Weinberg, exhibition designers
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The planning team’s first task was to select a site for the 

Centre. The most cost effective choice was to construct it 

above the single storey section of the albow Centre that 

was situated in the same precinct as the Great synagogue. 

furthermore, the location had the added significance of 

being in the cultural and historic centre of Cape Town and 

constituted part of Cape Town’s “museum mile”.

every detail of the exhibition was subjected to continual 

evaluation and discussion. pictorial material was sourced 

from 56 institutions worldwide and in particular from Yad 

Vashem and from the united states Holocaust memorial 

museum. The exhibition included archival photographs 

and other authentic visual material including artifacts,  

nazi film footage, videos and music. a powerful and 

informed feature was the inclusion of carefully constructed 

historical environments.

it was a mammoth undertaking involving the continual 

scrutiny of every detail of the exhibition, as well as an 

enormous degree of consensus by a dedicated team who 

worked tirelessly over two and a half years. The end result 

was a Holocaust Centre that has received the highest praise 

from experts in the field as well as visitors from all over  

the world.

Together we transformed the exhibition into something 
home-grown rather than imported, and the concept, 
design and finished product have been acclaimed  

as fresh, original and of the highest standard.                   

Myra Osrin

Millie Pimstone, text writer, with Stephen Smith

Exhibition planning session

“

 ”
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THE CENTRE OPENS

H undreds of GuesTs from the city’s many 

communities attended the official opening of the 

Holocaust Centre by Justice richard Goldstone on 

10 august 1999. stephen smith, the founding director 

of the Beth shalom Holocaust memorial, who had been 

the inspiration behind the establishment of Cape Town’s 

Holocaust Centre, delivered the keynote address. invoking 

the memory of the murdered 6 million, stephen movingly 

proclaimed: This place is here in their memory. not to 
remember them is to commit them to a second death, that of 
oblivion. even here, thousands of miles away, two generations 
removed, in a South Africa recently emerging from its own 
troubled past, we can create a fitting memory in a place  
of learning and education.

CAPE TOWN HOLOCAUST CENTRE OPENS

Stephen Smith, survivor Pinchas Gutter and Myra Osrin

 Survivor Miriam Lichterman lighting memorial candles

 “When a community that is an 

integral part of our nation remembers 

part of its past, wherever it occurred, 

it is recalling a part of our nation’s 

past. By helping to keep alive the 

memory of that fearful suffering, the 

Centre will help our children and their 

children to understand that human 

rights are indivisible and that tolerance 

is essential to a free society.”

 Extract from President Mandela’s message 
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The creation of the Cape Town Holocaust 

Centre received much coverage in the local 

press. Journalists praised the high standard 

of professionalism and the accurate and 

imaginative presentation of the history of 

the Holocaust. They also commented on the 

valuable contribution the Centre could make 

to south african society by promoting  

a culture of human rights and tolerance,  

thus helping to repair the deep societal 

fractures generated by decades of racism.

Two days before the official opening, a special preview was held for survivors of the 
Holocaust living in Cape Town. It was a poignant experience – a mixture of sadness 
and yet gratification that, after so many years, their stories and those of the families 
and individuals who did not survive, were at last being told.
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THe inTernaTionallY aCClaimed permanent 

exhibition, refurbished and updated in 2016, has been  

the main teaching tool of the Centre’s education  

department and attracts over 25 000 local and international 

visitors per annum.

THE EXHIBITION

A small gem – remarkable in inspiration, even more 

remarkable in achievement. It does justice to the 

past. It speaks to the future. Well done indeed.
 

Dr Michael Berenbaum, Director of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Holocaust Research Institute 1993-1997

“
”

One of the best Holocaust centres I have visited. 

Impressive. Important.
 

Machiel Salomon, Anne Frank House, Amsterdam 

“
”
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THE EXHIBITION

A most moving and thought-provoking exhibition 

– a reminder that intolerance and prejudice should 

always be challenged at its earliest stage. 
 

UK visitor 

“
”
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EDUCATION Schools

One day I’ll tell my kids about all the things I heard 

and hopefully they will learn something about what 

I told them. I am wiser and better after this.

Learner 

“
”
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F rom THe ouTseT one of the Centre’s primary 

aims was to promote Holocaust education for schools. 

marlene silbert, the Centre’s first education director, 

was instrumental in developing a school programme in close 

cooperation with the western Cape education department.  

school visits are an integral part of the Centre’s educational 

programme and are augmented by classroom support 

materials especially designed for teaching about the 

Holocaust in the south african context. an average of  

7 000 learners per annum, accompanied by their teachers, 

have participated in these 4-hour programmes.

EDUCATION  Schools
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Learners view a model of Treblinka killing centre, built by Peter Laponder
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The Centre is committed to Human rights 

education. as south africa still struggles with 

the legacy of apartheid, learners who visit the 

Centre are encouraged not only to recognize  

the damage done by the stereotyping, prejudice 

and racism that underpin racist societies, but also 

to perceive themselves as agents of change in their 

own society.  

The schools that visit the Centre are from a broad 

spectrum of society and many learners come from 

schools that are still severely under-resourced. 

Their visit to the Centre provides them with a 

multi-faceted learning experience that introduces 

them to the complexities of the history.

Pupils viewing the display of the six hundred identity photographs 
of the Jews of Bedzin prior to their deportation to Auschwitz
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EDUCATION Schools

T emporarY exHiBiTions dealing with a wide 

array of topics are mounted both at the Centre and 

off-campus with the aim of expanding the education 

programme for schools.

in partnership with the robben island museum, a special 

off-campus programme that focused on the exhibition 

Anne Frank: A History for Today was mounted at the nelson 

mandela Gateway at the V&a waterfront. of special 

significance was the fact that the Diary of Anne Frank had 

been read on robben island by nelson mandela  and other 

political prisoners. 

learners were taken through a 4-day volunteer programme 

that took place during their school holidays. By the end of 

the programme, these young learners were guiding tourists 

through the exhibition with both knowledge and confidence. 

The most important thing I learnt today is  

tolerance … I just thought about the whole 

xenophobic issue in South Africa and that  

I should be more tolerant to foreigners.

“
“
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The White Rose Project

OVer THe pasT 

ten years, the 

white rose 

project has afforded 

learners the opportunity 

to offer responses to 

their visit to the Centre 

through art, writing, 

music, video and even 

web page designs or 

blogs. Their responses 

show how visiting the 

Centre has impacted on 

them both emotionally 

and intellectually. 

23
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EDUCATION Educators

WHen naZi GermanY and THe HoloCausT 

became a component of the national history curriculum  

in 2007, the Centre was faced with the challenge of helping 

educators gain the knowledge and skills necessary for effective 

teaching. from its inception, in-service training for educators has 

been integral to the work of the Centre. over the years, together with 

the durban and Johannesburg Centres, the training of educators 

was expanded to cover all regions of south africa, including remote 

rural areas.

Teaching support materials were also necessary to implement the 

new curriculum, and special school packs 

entitled The Holocaust: Lessons for Humanity 
have been developed. an educator’s 

resource manual – developed initially 

by marlene silbert and revised 

a number of times in 

the intervening years 

– is accompanied by an 

interactive resource Book 

for learners, as well as  

a dVd and poster set.

EDUCATION  Training the educators

Classroom resource materials 
developed and distributed by 

the SAHGF with the support of 
The Claims Conference
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EDUCATION Educators

The Centre also conducts workshops 

with education students from 

the universities of Cape Town, 

stellenbosch and Cape university

of Technology. in this way, aspirant 

teachers are empowered to approach 

the teaching of the Holocaust 

with both the knowledge and the 

methodology necessary for the 

teaching of this complex subject.

as the Holocaust is a compulsory 

component of the national 

curriculum for Grade 9 and an 

elective subject for Grade 11, 

preparing educators could not be 

restricted solely to those residing  

in the western Cape. There is 

presently an ongoing demand  

for teacher training throughout  

the country.

All educators should be invited  

to a workshop like this to improve 

our teaching and learning.

“
”
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as reflected in this adjacent map, 

education workshops have been 

conducted throughout south africa 
educators in rural areas frequently 

have to travel hundreds of kilometers 

to attend. such is their commitment 

and interest that, despite these 

difficulties, many request additional 

and more intensive workshops.

“

“

A valuable learning experience 

that opened my eyes as to how  

I can effectively teach this very 

difficult history. 
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EDUCATION Adult groups

A parT from school programmes, the 

Centre also conducts workshops for diverse 

adult groups that include Correctional 

services, military academies, Civil servants and 

various non-governmental organisations, civil society 

groups as well as public and private companies.

The workshops focus on the historical,  

moral and ethical dimensions of the 

Holocaust and, in particular, on issues 

of prejudice, racism, intolerance, 

discrimination and the abuse of power. 

during the workshop sessions, 

participants are given the opportunity 

to confront their own attitudes and 

behaviour and to understand how these 

negative attitudes may perpetuate 

bigotry and discrimination.
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VOLUTEERS

VOLUNTEERS

W e aCknowledGe with gratitude the 

contribution of the many dedicated 

volunteers who have given the Centre 

unstinting support over the years. 

without the assistance of those volunteers who 

man the reception desk and those who act as 

guides for visiting school groups, the day-to-day 

functioning of the Centre would not be possible.

I look forward to coming here every Monday 

morning, meeting people from all walks of life 

and hearing their impressions and why they 

have come to the Holocaust Museum.

Front desk volunteer 

“

”

As a teacher you can see that the children are 

transformed from when they begin the morning 

at the Centre to when the session ends.

Education guide

“
”
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Volunteers and staff at an end-of-year appreciation function



34
FOREWORD

EDUCATION Guides

V 

olunTeer eduCaTion Guides have always 

played a vital role in supporting the Centre’s 

small complement of professional staff in the 

effective execution of its extensive educational programme. 

To prepare them for their challenging role, the guides 

undergo an initial intensive training augmented by ongoing 

enrichment workshops. 

The training requires real commitment on the part of the 

participants who have to familiarise themselves thoroughly 

with the exhibition and how it is used as a teaching tool for 

learners. without their unstinting dedication, the Centre 

would not be able to fulfil its educational mandate.

Linda Hackner, Education Director, with a group of recently trained education guides
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A varied, informative, intensely 

moving programme that ideally 

complements the Grade 9 

History syllabus. I appreciate 

the manner in which our 

learners are encouraged 

to apply the lessons of the 

Holocaust to their own lives. 

Educator
 ”

“
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I’ve learned more today than 

I have learned in years. Words 

like prejudice, propaganda, 

antisemitism, discrimination 

and racism. It made me change 

the way I think about people 

of other cultures.

Learner
 ”

“
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I was surprised by the emotion and feeling that came through 

our guides’ voices. I truly appreciated their presentation.

Learner
 ”

“
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SURVIVORS

THese pHoToGrapHs 

of the thirty-nine 

survivors who came to 

live in Cape Town in the years 

after world war 2 are featured 

in the Centre’s permanent 

exhibition.

Their lives had been irrevocably 

changed by the loss of all that 

was precious in their past;  

but with courage and 

optimism, they forged  

a new life for themselves.

LENIE DE JONG-SANDERS MENNO DE JONG FREDA GLEZER SANTA PELHAM

LOUIS THEEBOOM

STELLA ISRAEL ASHER VARON BELLA RAHMANI 

VIOLETTE FINTZ EVE DAVIS

HELENE CZERNIEWICZ

MIRIAM LICHTERMAN

IRENE GROLL

BELLA SIGOURA BELLA AVZARADELNER ALHADEFF XAVIER PIAT-KA



SURVIVORS
39

LUCIA AMATO

GUISEPPE CONE

FREDA GLEZER MIKE BRESLIN

ZOFYA LURIE

MENDI SOFFER

CHANA BENJAMIN

The photographs were taken in 1998 

by Gerald Hoberman. sadly, most of these 

survivors have since passed away.

DAVID KORZUCH BELLA VARKEL

DIAMANTE FRANCO

AMELIE ALGRANTE PESLA LIS

ELLA BLUMENTHAL

SHMUEL KEREN (KROL)

JUDY DIAMANT

CLARA SORIANO

MERCADA ALHADEFF

ISRAEL KETELLAPPER

MATHILDA HASSON (r)

KARL LANGER

SARAH JERUSHALMILUCIA HABIB 
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SURVIVORS

Now that we survivors are dying out, we have 

to speak otherwise there will be no one left  

to tell, and the knowledge of what we 

endured will be lost to future generations.  

We must pass on the memory and ensure 

that it is never forgotten.

“

”
Ella Blumenthal, Holocaust survivor

I do it because I feel honoured to be part of the 

work done at the Centre and because it helps me to 

come to terms with the present and the past. When 

I finish and people hug and kiss me and say they will 

never forget my message, I feel I have done some 

good and made some difference to the world …

Miriam Lichterman, Holocaust survivor

“

”
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Miriam Lichterman, Ella Blumenthal and Henia BryerSarah Jerushalmi, lighting memorial candles, with Menno de Jong and Miriam Lichterman

A group of Cape Town survivors at an occasion hosted by Mr. Linder, the German Ambassador 
and his wife at their residence

OVer THe pasT Two deCades 

the Centre has valued its close 

association with the members 

of the Cape Town She’erith Hapletha 

(association of survivors) and has been 

much inspired by their support, interest 

and encouragement. whilst their numbers 

are sadly dwindling, their presence at the 

Centre’s public events and participation  

in its educational programmes always adds  

a significant and special dimension.



42
SURVIVORS

Holocaust survivor Sonja Keschner in conversation with high school learners, 2018

school audiences are deeply 

moved and inspired when they 

hear the testimonies of our 

group of survivors.

Stories from the Holocaust are always difficult to connect to reality. Horrors and 

tragedies become prosaic and impersonal when simplified and put into textbook form. 

Hearing a survivor’s story first-hand makes it easier to understand and empathise 

with the ordinary people whose lives were devastated by the Holocaust. 

Grade 11 learner 

“

 ”
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The reason why I tell my story and why I relive it from time to time is because 

I want to impart it to people like you. I bear the torture of the Holocaust and I 

want to impart that torture to you so that you should learn and that you should 

tell other people to strive to see that it doesn’t happen again.
  

Pinchas Gutter, Holocaust survivor

“

”

 ”

Holocaust survivor Pinchas Gutter addressing high school learners



44
SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

PUBLIC PROGRAMMES

O Ver THe Years the Centre presented much 

acclaimed and well attended public programmmes. 

These have included temporary exhibitions, film 

screenings and lectures. using Holocaust history to 

focus a lens on contemporary issues, topics have included 

antisemitism, refugees, homophobia, disability rights and 

the rights of women and children. speakers have included 

an impressive array of international Holocaust scholars.

over the last 5 years alone, nearly 21 000 members of the 

public have attended these events. 
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TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS

T He CenTre Has HosTed a number of international 

travelling exhibitions including Visas for Life; Deadly Medicine: 
Creating the Master Race; Terezin Childrens’ Art - Through the 

eyes of Children; and Anne Frank: A History for Today.

 
 

&
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TRAVELLING EXHIBITIONS

THe CenTre Has also CreaTed 

a number of travelling exhibitions which 

have been widely acclaimed. These have 

included Seeking Refuge, In Whom Can I 
Still Trust, eva’s Story – The Promise and, 

in collaboration with leeds university, 

Germany’s Confrontation with the Holocaust  
in a Global Context.
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Pieter-Dirk Uys in front of the panels recording the 
experiences of his mother, Helga Bassel
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Rosalie Rogow, the daughter of Alma and Ludwig Wolff, with 
Rosalie’s grandson

SEEKING REFUGE  

was the first travelling exhibition 

produced by the Cape Town 

Holocaust & Genocide Centre.  

The narratives of thirty-five 

Jewish individuals and  

families who sought sanctuary 

from nazi persecution in 

Germany by immigrating to  

the Cape in the 1930s were 

movingly depicted. 

Gabriel Le-prince Douma, one of 5 panelists from Burundi, Congo Brazzaville, DRC, 
Somalia and Mozambique who shared their narratives of seeking refuge in South Africa – 
part of our public programme accompanying the travelling exhibition ‘Seeking Refuge’



52
SPECIAL PROGRAMMES

AparT from serVinG as a 

memorial to the six million Jews 

who perished in the Holocaust, 

the Centre is committed to raising  

a general awareness of genocide,  

mass atrocities and transgressions  

of human rights.

GENOCIDE 
Raising awareness

The Centre has featured exhibitions 

and public lectures on the genocides 

in rwanda and darfur as well as 

those of the Herero and nama 

in south west africa and the 

armenians in the ottoman empire. 

The Cambodian genocide and the 

massacre at srebrenica have also 

been highlighted, as have other 

human rights abuses such as the 

plight of refugees and child soldiers 

and the atrocities perpetrated by the 

Janjaweed militia in western sudan 

and eastern Chad.
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ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES

L oCal TesTimonY, doCumenTs and arTifaCTs 

add an important personalized perspective to experiences of 

the Holocaust and are an important dimension of the Centre’s 

educational philosophy. Because the Centre lacked the facilities to 

professionally manage its ever-increasing volume of archival material, 

an agreement was negotiated with the university of Cape Town’s 

special Collections department to house the Centre’s archive. This 

serves both to ensure the collection’s preservation and to enhance 

its accessibility through an itemized finding aid available in both 

print and digital format.

An extensive collection of papers and artifacts, donated by the late 
Julian Schragenheim, details the family’s experience of loss and 
forced separation during the Nazi era. 

Archivists Michal Singer and Dmitiri Abrahams with Neville Whitney who donated the collection 
of Willy Rosenberg, a Jewish World War 1 flying ace.



FOREWORD
55

The late Mr Julian Schragenheim and Richard Freedman 
view the installation in the Centre’s permanent exhibition 
of the donated archival material. 



56
PARTNERSHIPS

PARTNERSHIPS

F ruiTful inTernaTional 

and local partnerships have helped 

strengthen our message. working 

through the saHGf with institutions 

like the Beth shalom Holocaust Centre 

in the united kingdom, the united 

states Holocaust memorial museum, 

the salzberg Global seminars, the 

unesCo programme on Holocaust 

education and Yad Vashem school for 

Holocaust education make us part of 

a global initiative. at the same time, 

working in the south african context 

with its racist legacy of colonialism and 

apartheid and no direct connections 

to Holocaust history has provoked 

very specific challenges. working on 

joint programmes with institutions 

and organisations such as the robben 

island museum, the apartheid museum, 

the district six museum, the un 

Commission for refugees in south 

africa and the institute for Justice and 

reconciliation have contributed to the 

reach and impact we have had.

CTHGC and SAHGF director Richard Freedman at a ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary 
of the massacre of Jews at Babi Yar. 

SAHGF participants at the 6th International Conference for Holocaust Educators 
at Yad Vashem.
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Diplomats representing more than 20 countries attended a Consular Corps event at the CTHGC.  
They took part in a special programme developed by the education team that examined the responses  
of diplomats to the plight of those desperate to escape the Nazis. 

The delegation was deeply  

impressed with the holistic  

concept and humanitarian  

approach of the permanent  

exhibition. 
 

Matthias Hansen, Consul General 
of the Federal Republic of Germany 

“

”

In September 2012 the Cape Town Holocaust Centre was a partner in an important consultation initiated by UNESCO on the 
theme Why teach about genocide? with senior representatives of education ministries from 14 sub-Saharan African countries. 
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SPECIAL AWARD

T He Cape Town HoloCausT & GenoCide 

CenTre was the proud recipient of the ministerial 

award for ‘outstanding Contribution to promoting 

social inclusion’ in the 18

th

 annual western Cape Cultural 

affairs awards. The award acknowledges the Centre  

for developing innovative programmes over the past  

20 years to promote social inclusion using the history  

of the Holocaust.

AWARD Outstanding contribution 

in his closing remarks Guy redman (Chief director  

Cultural affairs, western Cape) said:

“To be African is not merely an expression of where we live,  
[but] also how we see ourselves and the connections we share  
as a community. This is the essence of Ubuntu. 
...

We have identified examples of citizens or organisations from  
all walks of life in our great province who have dedicated their 
lives to enhancing the potential of others in their community. 
...

They represent Africa inspired to imagine an alternate future  
for herself. They represent Africa unbound- unbound by its 
borders, race and ethnicity.”
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It happened, therefore 
it can happen again: 
this is the core of what 
we have to say.

primo levi, Holocaust survivor

“

”
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